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3—"In the middle ages much of the principal art kept
entirely within the general out-look of the bread-
giver. ConseQuently, both the bright and dark sides
of that outlook are plainly discernible. The world
is seen through the spectacles of the feudal lord;
there is no feelisg for the little man and no respect
for physical labour”-Dr. Levin L. Schuking. “The

Sociology of literary teste.” Page 9.
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?—"At this period, the poerr or the poetry of a single
poet, invades the youthful consciousness and
assumes compl:te possession for a time. we do not

really see it as some thing with an existence outside
ourselves.”

T. S. Elict—The use of
Poetry and the use of
Critisism.
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% “The third or mature stage of enjoyment of poetry
comes when we cease to identify ourselves with the
poet, we happen to be reading; when our critical
faculties remain awake, when we are aware of
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what one poet can be exPected to give and what he
cannot. The poem has its own existence apart from
us, it was there before us and will endure after us.”
T. S. Ellot-The use of poetry and the use cf criti-
cism
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(1 }*srsene Civilized society has always shown this
division into a comparatively small and closed go-
verning class on the one hand, and on the other
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hand a large and amorphous mass of “Common
people”—from which, nevertheless, a new elite in
dre course arises to displace a governing class gr-
own decadent and effete........... corresPonding to
this formula, we have a similar division of art, and
parhaps a simioar process of circulation.”’

Herbert Read-Art And Society-Page 144.
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(1) “And the more closed and exclusive the group
in which this process is taking placc the more refined
and esoteric the product becomes, until its decadent
character can no longer be disguised, By that~ time
the group itself is probably ready to disintegrate, and
the art and its cocial foundations perish together, to
be replaced by a new elite springing from the general
mass of the paople, and bringing with it a crude but
virile art—an art which will in its turn submit to the
process of refinement.”

Herbert Read—Art And Society--Page 145,
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(1 A certain type of art is popular at any given time
and perhaps there are certain characteristics of such

popular art which are universal and permanent. It is
generally realistic, for example. But it is illogical and
false to the very nature of the dialectical process of
history to take that further step which demands that
the art of a perticular period should be popular. The
typical art of a period is the att of the elite and itis
contradictery to assert that the art of an elite can or
should have the characteristics of popalar art. Such a
demand can only be made for that hypothetical state

of socitey—the oldssless scciety—which has no elite.
Incidently it is to be observed that the classless state as

conceived by marx and Angels and explicitly defined by
Lenin in his “state and Revolvtion® by no means in-
volves the abolition of elites, Elites are a reflecti.n of
a naturaldifferentiation in the talents and abilities of
men, and to attempt to suppress them would be to go
contrary to the unalterable facts of our human nature,”

Herbert Read—Art and Society—Pege, 161
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|—"“Somewhore. at some time. an artist follows the
divine summons sent to him and, true to an inner urge,
tesponsible only to himself and answering no call from
outer world, creates the work of art that is dictated
by the idial that tloats before himo The work is bronght
into the light of day, it shows divergences from existing
art, and accordingly it does not fit into the contempor-
aty scheme of taste. But by virtue of its intrinsic pro-
pagand apowel it gains friends. gains recognition, and
thereafte; affects the genejal antistic taste.”

L. L. Schucking—“the sociology of litelany taste”’-
Page @5
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